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VICTIM ASSISTANCE PROGRAM INVITES COMMUNITY TO KNOW THEIR RIGHTS  

& HONOR SURVIVORS OF CRIME 
CELEBRATES NATIONAL CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK WITH  

COMMUNITY CATALYST EVENT & AWARD PRESENTATION 
 

Victim Assistance Program (VAP), a leading nonprofit dedicated to supporting victims of crime and 
trauma, calls upon the community to join in the observance of National Crime Victims' Rights Week 
(NCVRW), sponsored by the DOJ’s Office for Victims of Crime, running from April 6th to April 12th. This 
year’s theme focused on “KINSHIP: Connection & Healing” recognizes that shared humanity is at the 
heart of supporting all survivors and victims of crime.  
 
As part of NCVRW, Victim Assistance Program, with support by presenting sponsor Leppo Rents, will 
host a “Community Catalyst Celebration” at the Akron RubberDuck’s game on Thursday, April 10th. This 
event, in collaboration with the Akron RubberDucks' Charity Begins at Home program, will bring together 
over 100 community partners, VAP staff, and board members in support of National Crime Victims’ Rights 
Week. VAP President & CEO, Leanne Graham said, “We are excited to bring together partners in our 
community to honor the incredible work they do in support of victims of crime. It’s a perfect opportunity to 
come together in kinship. We know we can't do this work alone and are so grateful for their dedication 
and collaboration in serving victims.” 
 
Glenn Leppo, owner of Leppo Rents, expressed his support of VAP and NCVRW by saying, “Supporting 
Victim Assistance Program and National Crime Victims’ Rights Week is an important way for us to stand 
beside those impacted by crime and help strengthen the communities we serve. At Leppo Rents, giving 
back is part of the Leppo Way — our commitment to doing the right thing and supporting people when it 
matters most.” 

Fans attending the game are invited to join in the celebration. As part of NCVRW’s commitment to 
recognizing exceptional contributions, Victim Assistance Program is proud to present the prestigious 
"Rev. Dr. Robert A. Denton Outstanding Victim Services Award" to Marian Denton, Director of the 
Furnace Street Mission, who will throw out the ceremonial first pitch. Ms. Denton, an Akron native, has 
been dedicated to the Safety Forces Chaplaincy Center founded by her husband Bob Denton in 2012, 
and became Director of the Furnace Street Mission in 2022. Under her leadership, the organization 
continues to train and support first responder chaplains throughout the county and beyond, cementing 
Ms. Denton's legacy of service and commitment to those who serve victims in our community. 

VAP staff will be on the main concourse during the game, offering resources and engaging fans with their 
“turn from hardship to healing” spinning wheel for prizes and information about National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week. Fans can also support VAP by participating in the Rubber Duck’s PLINKO game fundraiser. 

More information about National Crime Victims’ Rights week and the Rev. Dr. Robert Denton Outstanding 
Victim Service Award can be found at NCVRW - Victim Assistance Program 

About Victim Assistance Program 
For more than 50 years, Victim Assistance Program (VAP) has been a lifeline for approximately 5,000 
individuals in Summit County each year who are navigating the aftermath of crisis, tragedy, and trauma. 
Our mission is to empower the community to help restore these lives, providing vital resources that guide 
victims from hardship to healing. To learn more about VAP’s crisis intervention, advocacy, and education 
services, ways to get involved, or to donate, please visit victimassistanceprogram.org or call our 24-hour 
hotline at 330-376-0040. 
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About Leppo Rents: 
Founded in 1945, Leppo Rents is a family-owned equipment dealer and rental company serving construction 
professionals, contractors, and individuals with compact construction and access equipment. With 14 
locations across Ohio, Alabama, and Florida, Leppo Rents offers a wide selection of reliable equipment from 
leading brands like Bobcat, JLG, Hydro Mobile, and more. From track loaders and excavators to telehandlers 
and boom lifts, Leppo provides sales, rentals, leasing, and expert service to meet a full range of equipment 
needs. With over 80 years in the industry, Leppo Rents is committed to supporting the success of its 
customers, coworkers, and communities through trusted partnerships. Learn more at www.lepporents.com. 
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